
Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

 

 

bear chair 

bees cheese 

best chest 

bin din 

bin chin 

book chook 

buy chai 

bait date 

bale dale 

bark dark 

bay day 

bean Dean 

bed dead 

beep deep 

beer deer 

Ben den 

big dig 

boar door 

bog dog 

boo do 

bow dough 

buck duck 

bug Doug 

bust dust 

buy die 

bye dye 

chai dye 

chair dare 

cheep deep 

chew do 

chick Dick 

chin din 

chip dip 

chive dive 

chock dock 

chore door 

chose doze 

chum dumb 

babe beige 

lube luge 

age edge 

air ear 

arc irk 

ball fall 

bat fat 

bead feed 

bell fell 

berry ferry 

big fib 

big fig 

bin fin 

bite fight 

bone phone 

bowl foal 

box fox 

bun fun 

bus fuss 

date fête 

den fen 

chair fair 

chalk fork 

charm farm 

chat fat 

cheer fear 

cheese fees 

chill fill 

chilli filly 

chin fin 

chive five 

choke folk 

chop fop 

chose foes 

fade jade 

dale fail 

Dan fan 

dare fair 

dead fed 

deal feel 

deed feed 

deer fear 

dial file 

dig fig 

dill fill 

din fin 

dine fine 

dish fish 

dive five 

dog fog 

dole foal 

dome foam 

done fun 

door four 

dough foe 

roof rouge 

bag gag 

bag Jag 

bait gate 

ball gall 

bard guard 

bee ghee 

Bess guess 

best guest 

bet get 

big gig 

board gourd 

boat goat 

bold gold 

bow go 

bowl goal 

brass grass 

bun gun 

bus Gus 

bust gust 

bust rust 

buy guy 

chai guy 

chap gap 

cheer gear 

chess guess 

chest guest 

chew goo 

chill gill 

chum gum 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

dame game 

dash gash 

date gate 

day gay 

daze gaze 

die Guy 

died guide 

dig gig 

dill gill 

doe go 

door gore 

dot got 

dough go 

down gown 

drab grab 

drip grip 

drone groan 

dull gull 

dumb gum 

dust gust 

fable gable 

fail gale 

fame game 

fee ghee 

fête gate 

fig gig 

foal goal 

fun gun 

back hack 

bale hail 

ball hall 

band hand 

bat hat 

bath hearth 

bay hay 

bee he 

beep heap 

bite height 

bold hold 

book hook 

bow hoe 

bow low 

bowl hole 

bug hug 

bye hi 

cello hello 

chai high 

chair hair 

chalk hawk 

chart heart 

cheep heap 

cheer hear 

chew who 

chip hip 

chive hive 

chook hook 

chop hop 

chose hose 

chum hum 

dale hail 

dark hark 

dart heart 

date hate 

day hay 

dead head 

deep heap 

deer hear 

den hen 

die hi 

do who 

dog hog 

Doug hug 

dough hoe 

dye high 

faced haste 

fad had 

fag hag 

fail hail 

fair hair 

fairy hairy 

fake hake 

fall hall 

fang hang 

fare hare 

farm harm 

fart heart 

fate hate 

fawn horn 

Faye hay 

fear hear 

fed head 

fee he 

feel heel 

feet heat 

fell hell 

fête hate 

few hue 

fight height 

fill hill 

fir her 

fit hit 

five hive 

fizz his 

foal hole 

foal whole 

foam home 

foe hoe 

foes hose 

fog hog 

fold hold 

fool who'll 

force horse 

fore haw 

fork hawk 

found hound 

fowl howl 

fun Hun 

funny honey 

fur her 

furl hurl 

hat fat 

phase haze 

gale hail 

gall hall 

gate hate 

gear here 

gear hear 

ghee he 

gill hill 

gird herd 

girl hurl 

go hoe 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

goal hole 

gold hold 

gorse horse 

got hot 

back Jack 

beans jeans 

beep jeep 

belly jelly 

bet jet 

big jig 

bog jog 

bug jug 

bump jump 

bunk junk 

chain Jane 

cheap jeep 

cheer jeer 

cheered jeered 

cheers jeers 

cherry Jerry 

chess Jess 

chest jest 

chilly Jilly 

chin gin 

chive jive 

choke joke 

chore jaw 

chump jump 

chunk junk 

dab jab 

dale jail 

dam jam 

damn jam 

dangle jangle 

day jay 

deans jeans 

dear jeer 

debt jet 

deep jeep 

dell gel 

dig jug 

dig jig 

dim gym 

din gin 

dissed gist 

dive jive 

do Jew 

dob job 

dosh josh 

doss joss 

dot jot 

doused joust 

dug jug 

dump jump 

dunk junk 

dust just 

jaw door 

jock dock 

jog dog 

fake Jake 

fall yawl 

fan Jan 

far jar 

fawn yawn 

fax jacks 

Faye yay 

fear jeer 

fell yell 

fen yen 

fig jig 

fin gin 

fog jog 

folk joke 

fox jocks 

Joan phone 

gag Jag 

gale jail 

gall yawl 

gape jape 

gear jeer 

George gorge 

get yet 

get jet 

gig jig 

gill Jill 

gone John 

goose juice 

got jot 

got yacht 

guess Jess 

guest jest 

gunk junk 

gust just 

ewe who 

hack yak 

ham yam 

hard yard 

heap jeep 

hear year 

hello yellow 

hen yen 

hen Jen 

hill Jill 

hock Jock 

hoe Joe 

hoist joist 

hoot jute 

hoot ute 

horn yawn 

hot yacht 

hot jot 

hug jug 

hurt yurt 

hut jut 

jail hail 

who you 

bale kale 

ball call 

bap cap 

Bart cart 

bee key 

beep keep 

bin kin 

bite kite 

bite knight 

boat coat 

bog cog 

bone cone 

book cook 

bought caught 

bow cow 

calm charm 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

cane chain 

cap chap 

care chair 

cat chat 

chalk cork 

cheep keep 

cheese keys 

chew coo 

chick kick 

chill kill 

chin kin 

choke coke 

chook cook 

chop cop 

chum come 

coal dole 

cot dot 

dale kale 

dare care 

dart cart 

date Kate 

dawn corn 

day Kay 

deal keel 

Dean keen 

deep keep 

deer Kia 

dock cock 

dog cog 

door core 

dumb come 

kill dill 

cake fake 

call fall 

calm farm 

can fan 

car far 

case face 

cast fast 

cat fat 

coal foal 

cob fob 

cold fold 

cone phone 

cool fool 

corn fawn 

fail kale 

fear Kia 

feel keel 

fête Kate 

fight kite 

fill kill 

fin kin 

fit kit 

cage gauge 

coal goal 

curl girl 

gab cab 

gain cane 

gale kale 

game came 

gap cap 

gape cape 

gash cash 

gate Kate 

gave cave 

gawk cork 

gay kay 

ghee key 

ghost coast 

gill kill 

gilt kilt 

gird curd 

girly curly 

git kit 

glad clad 

glam clam 

glamour clamour 

glass class 

glean clean 

glue clue 

goat coat 

gob cob 

god cod 

gold cold 

good could 

gore core 

gored cord 

gorse course 

gosh cosh 

got cot 

goy coy 

grab crab 

grain crane 

gram cram 

gramps cramps 

grape crepe 

grate crate 

graven craven 

graze craze 

grease crease 

great crate 

Greece crease 

greed creed 

Greek creek 

grew crew 

grill krill 

grime crime 

gripes cripes 

ground crowned 

group croup 

grow crow 

grumble crumble 

guard card 

guff cuff 

gull cull 

gum come 

gunning cunning 

gust cussed 

gut cut 

cart heart 

cat hat 

coal hole 

cook hook 

cord horde 

corn horn 

cane Jane 

car jar 

cob job 

cog jog 

coin join 

coot jute 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

cot jot 

jail kale 

bake lake 

base lace 

bay lay 

bead lead 

beaks leeks 

beef leaf 

bet let 

Bic lick 

bite light 

bunch lunch 

block lock 

blow low 

chai lie 

chain lane 

chair lair 

champ lamp 

chase lace 

cheek leak 

chick lick 

chimp limp 

chin Lynne 

chink link 

chip lip 

choc lock 

chook look 

choose lose 

chop lop 

daisy lazy 

dam lamb 

dame lame 

dark lark 

date late 

dead lead 

Dean lean 

deep leap 

den Len 

die lie 

dime lime 

din Lynne 

dine line 

do Lou 

dog log 

dot lot 

dots lots 

Doug lug 

dough low 

dove love 

duck luck 

dye lye 

fable label 

face lace 

fair lair 

fake lake 

fame lame 

fax lax 

Faye lay 

fed led 

feed lead 

fête late 

fight light 

fine line 

fit lit 

fix licks 

foam loam 

fog log 

fox locks 

lone phone 

flip lip 

gag lag 

gap lap 

gate late 

get let 

ghee Leigh 

give live 

go low 

goose loose 

got lot 

gourd lord 

guard lard 

guess less 

guy lie 

glove love 

glow low 

hair lair 

half laugh 

hand land 

hand rand 

hank lank 

hatch latch 

hate late 

hay lay 

he Leigh 

head lead 

heap leap 

height light 

hi lie 

hick lick 

hip lip 

hit lit 

hock lock 

hoe low 

home loam 

hook look 

hoot lute 

hop lop 

horde lord 

horn lawn 

hot lot 

house louse 

hug lug 

hull lull 

hush lush 

Lou who 

jacks lax 

Jag lag 

jam lamb 

Jane lane 

jaw law 

jeep leap 

Jess less 

jet let 

Jim limb 

jog log 

joss loss 

jot lot 

jug lug 

jute lute 

cab lab 

cake lake 

calf laugh 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

camp lamp 

cane lane 

cap lap 

card lard 

case lace 

cash lash 

cast last 

cock Iock 

code load 

cook look 

cot lot 

keg leg 

kick lick 

kid lid 

kite light 

clap lap 

clean lean 

climb lime 

cloud loud 

bat mat 

bike Mike 

bike mic 

bite might 

bug mug 

cello mellow 

chai my 

chain mane 

chair mare 

chap map 

chat mat 

cheetah meter 

cherry merry 

chew moo 

chick Mick 

chill mill 

chop mop 

chose mows 

choux moo 

chum mum 

dale mail 

dark mark 

dart mart 

date mate 

day May 

Dean mean 

den men 

die my 

do moo 

door more 

Doug mug 

dough mow 

duck muck 

dust must 

loom luge 

room rouge 

fade maid 

fail mail 

fake make 

fan man 

fat mat 

feel meal 

feet meat 

fête mate 

fight might 

fine mine 

fix mix 

foal mole 

fountain mountain 

funny money 

gale mail 

mourn thorn 

gall mall 

gap map 

gate mate 

get met 

ghee me 

gill mill 

goal mole 

goat moat 

gold mould 

goose moose 

gorse Morse 

gourd Maud 

guard marred 

guess mess 

gust must 

gusty musty 

guy my 

hail mail 

hair mare 

hat mat 

hate mate 

hay May 

hay neigh 

he me 

heart mart 

height might 

hello mellow 

hen men 

hi my 

hill mill 

hock mock 

hoe mow 

hoist moist 

hold mould 

hole mole 

hop mop 

hope mope 

horn mourn 

horse Morse 

hose mows 

host most 

house mouse 

hug mug 

hull mull 

hum mum 

hut mutt 

moo who 

Jack Mac 

jacks Max 

jade made 

jail mail 

Jake make 

Jan man 

Jane mane 

Jean mean 

Jen men 

jet met 

Jill mill 

Joan moan 

job mob 

Jock mock 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

jocks mocks 

Joe mow 

joist moist 

jug mug 

junk monk 

jut mutt 

call mall 

can man 

care mare 

cart mart 

cat mat 

coal mole 

cob mob 

cold mould 

come mum 

cop mop 

core more 

kale mail 

keel meal 

Ken men 

key me 

kick Mick 

kill mill 

kiss miss 

kit mitt 

kite might 

lace mace 

lake make 

lane mane 

lap map 

lark mark 

lash mash 

late mate 

lax Max 

lei May 

Leigh me 

less mess 

let met 

lice mice 

lick Mick 

licks mix 

lie my 

light might 

lime mime 

line mine 

link mink 

lit mitt 

lone moan 

lop mop 

loss moss 

Lou moo 

louse mouse 

low mow 

luck muck 

lug mug 

lunch munch 

bad nag 

bale nail 

bap nap 

bay neigh 

beer near 

best nest 

bet net 

bight night 

bite night 

boat note 

book nook 

bought nought 

bow no 

bows nose 

bun nun 

butt nut 

chap nap 

chat gnat 

cheer near 

cheese knees 

chest nest 

chick nick 

chill nil 

chip nip 

chit knit 

chock knock 

chook nook 

chose nose 

chum numb 

dale nail 

dame name 

dice nice 

dine nine 

dip nip 

dot knot 

dough no 

fail nail 

fat gnat 

feel kneel 

fight night 

fine nine 

fit knit 

foam gnome 

forty naughty 

fun nun 

gag nag 

gale nail 

gap nap 

gape nape 

gate Nate 

gave knave 

gear near 

get net 

ghee knee 

gill nil 

gird nerd 

go know 

goat note 

goose noose 

gorse Norse 

got knot 

guest nest 

gun nun 

gnat hat 

gnome home 

hail nail 

he knee 

head Ned 

height night 

herd nerd 

hick nick 

hill nil 

hip nip 

hit nit 

hock knock 

hoe no 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

hook nook 

hope nope 

horse Norse 

hose nose 

hot knot 

hum numb 

hut nut 

Jack knack 

Jag nag 

jail nail 

jape nape 

jest nest 

jet net 

Jill nil 

job knob 

Jock knock 

Joe no 

jut nut 

came name 

can Nan 

cap nap 

cat gnat 

caught nought 

cell Nell 

coat note 

cob knob 

cock knock 

comb gnome 

come numb 

cook nook 

core gnaw 

cot knot 

curse nurse 

cut nut 

kale nail 

keel kneel 

key knee 

keys knees 

kick Nick 

kill nil 

kit nit 

kite night 

knead lead 

knife life 

knock lock 

knot lot 

know low 

lame name 

lap nap 

lay neigh 

let net 

lice nice 

light night 

line nine 

lip nip 

low no 

gnash mash 

gnat mat 

knack Mac 

knave Maeve 

knead mead 

knee me 

kneel meal 

knight mite 

knit mitt 

knob mob 

mail nail 

man Nan 

mane name 

map nap 

May neigh 

meat neat 

mice nice 

Mick nick 

might night 

mile Nile 

mill nil 

mine nine 

moat note 

mope nope 

Morse Norse 

mow no 

mum numb 

mutt nut 

fab fang 

rub rung 

tongue tub 

us bus 

chair air 

face ace 

fail ale 

fair air 

farm arm 

feel eel 

feet eat 

ill fill 

in fin 

oar four 

old fold 

ox fox 

air hair 

earring hearing 

eat heat 

eye high 

hand and 

hear ear 

heart art 

hedge edge 

heel eel 

heels eels 

highlands islands 

hill ill 

hold old 

how ow 

cake ache 

calm arm 

came aim 

cape ape 

care air 

cart art 

kill ill 

oar core 

off cough 

old cold 

aisle oil 

all oil 

forks fox 

owed awed 

arch ouch 

back pack 

band panned 

banned panned 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

bare pare 

bark park 

base pace 

bat pat 

bath path 

batty patty 

bay pay 

beach peach 

beak peak 

bear pair 

beat peat 

bee pee 

bee pea 

beep peep 

beer pier 

bees peas 

beet peat 

beg peg 

belt pelt 

Ben pen 

bet pet 

big pig 

bill pill 

bill pill 

bin pin 

bit pit 

bitch pitch 

blade played 

blade plaid 

bland planned 

blank plank 

blaze plays 

bleat pleat 

bleed plead 

bloom plume 

blot plot 

blotch blot 

blunder plunder 

blush plush 

boar paw 

boar pour 

Bobby Poppy 

bore paw 

bore poor 

bought port 

bowl pole 

braise praise 

brat prat 

brawn prawn 

breast pressed 

breech preach 

brick prick 

bride pride 

brim prim 

bug pug 

bull pull 

burr purr 

but putt 

buy pie 

by pie 

bye pie 

keg peg 

nose rose 

tab tap 

chai pie 

chain pain 

chain pane 

chair pair 

chalk pork 

charm palm 

cheep peep 

cheese peas 

chest pest 

chick pick 

chin pin 

chip pip 

chop pop 

dark park 

day pay 

deal peel 

deal peal 

deep peep 

dial pile 

Dick pick 

die pie 

dig pig 

dill pill 

din pin 

dine pine 

face pace 

faced paste 

fad pad 

fade paid 

fail pale 

faint paint 

fair pair 

fan pan 

fang pang 

farce parse 

farm palm 

farm psalm 

fart part 

fashion passion 

fast past 

fat pat 

fate pate 

fax packs 

fear pier 

feel peel 

feet peat 

felt pelt 

fen pen 

fend penned 

few pew 

fig pig 

file pile 

fill pill 

fin pin 

finch pinch 

find pined 

fine pine 

firm perm 

first pursed 

fit pit 

fix picks 

flan plan 

flank plank 

fleas please 

fled pled 

flee plea 

fleet pleat 

flight plight 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

flop plop 

flume plume 

flunk plunk 

flush plush 

flux plucks 

fly ply 

foal poll 

foal pole 

foam phone 

foes pose 

fold polled 

folk poke 

fond pond 

fool pool 

foot put 

ford poured 

fork pork 

fort port 

fought port 

found pound 

four pour 

fours pause 

fox pox 

frank prank 

fray pray 

fresher pressure 

fries prize 

from prom 

froze prose 

fry pry 

fug pug 

full pull 

fun pun 

fund punned 

funk punk 

fur purr 

fur per 

furl pearl 

fuss pus 

phase pays 

phrase praise 

gate pate 

gauge page 

girl pearl 

got pot 

guest pest 

guide pied 

guy pie 

hair pair 

hat pat 

heap peep 

heart part 

hen pen 

hi pie 

hill pill 

hip pip 

hit pit 

hole pole 

hop pop 

hope Pope 

horn pawn 

hose pose 

hot pot 

hug pug 

hurl pearl 

jack pack 

jade paid 

jail pail 

Jane pane 

jar pa 

jeep peep 

jet pet 

jig pig 

joke poke 

jug pug 

jump pump 

junk punk 

call Paul 

calm palm 

can pan 

care pair 

coal pole 

coke poke 

cool pool 

kale pale 

keel peel 

keep peep 

key pea 

keys peas 

kick pick 

kill pill 

lane pain 

lane pane 

lark park 

lay pay 

leak peak 

leap peep 

leech peach 

leg peg 

lei pay 

lick pick 

line pine 

link pink 

lop pop 

lot pot 

lunch punch 

mail pail 

man pan 

mark park 

mat pat 

match patch 

meal peel 

mine pine 

mop pop 

mug pug 

my pie 

knees peas 

knot pot 

nail pail 

net pet 

nine pine 

nip pip 

nose pose 

nurse purse 

nut putt 

pose rose 

eel peel 

back rack 

bag rag 

bale rail 

bap rap 

beach reach 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

beam ream 

bed red 

beep reap 

bench wrench 

best rest 

big rig 

bite right 

boast roast 

boo roo 

book rook 

bough row 

bow row 

boy Roy 

buck ruck 

bug rug 

bun run 

bung rung 

buy rye 

brat rat 

bread red 

chai rye 

chain rain 

chair rare 

chase race 

chat rat 

cheep reap 

chest rest 

chew roo 

chime rhyme 

chink rink 

chip rip 

chook rook 

choose roos 

chose rose 

chum rum 

dale rail 

date rate 

day ray 

dead red 

deep reap 

die rye 

dig rig 

do roo 

door roar 

Doug rug 

dough row 

duck ruck 

dust rust 

room zoom 

drip rip 

face race 

fade raid 

fail rail 

fair rare 

fake rake 

fan ran 

fat rat 

fax racks 

Faye ray 

fed red 

feed read 

feel reel 

fête rate 

fig rig 

fight right 

foal roll 

foam Rome 

fox rocks 

fun run 

funny runny 

fruit root 

gag rag 

gain rain 

gale rail 

gap wrap 

gate rate 

gave rave 

gig rig 

gill rill 

go row 

goal roll 

got rot 

guest rest 

gun run 

gust rust 

guy rye 

habit rabbit 

hail rail 

hash rash 

hat rat 

hay ray 

head red 

heap reap 

heel reel 

height right 

hen wren 

hi rye 

hoe row 

hole roll 

hook rook 

hope rope 

hose rose 

host roast 

hot rot 

hug rug 

hush rush 

hut rut 

rand sand 

jack rack 

jacks racks 

jade raid 

Jag rag 

jail rail 

Jake rake 

Jan ran 

Jane rain 

jar Rah 

jaw raw 

jeep reap 

jest rest 

Joe row 

jot rot 

jug rig 

jug rug 

just rust 

jut rut 

jute root 

cake rake 

camp ramp 

cane rain 

case race 

cash rash 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

cat rat 

coach roach 

coal roll 

coast roast 

code road 

cook shook 

cook rook 

cot rot 

cut rut 

kale rail 

keel reel 

king ring 

kite right 

lace race 

lack rack 

lag rag 

lagging ragging 

laid raid 

lair rare 

lake rake 

lamb ram 

lamp ramp 

lane rain 

lank rank 

lap wrap 

lash rash 

late rate 

lather rather 

law raw 

lay ray 

laze raise 

laze raze 

lead read 

lead reed 

lead red 

leader reader 

leaf reef 

leap reap 

led red 

leech reach 

leek reek 

leer rear 

lentil rental 

lice rice 

lick rick 

lid rid 

lied ride 

lies rise 

light write 

light right 

light rite 

lighter writer 

limb rim 

lime rhyme 

line rhyme 

link rink 

lip rip 

list wrist 

lit writ 

load road 

loam roam 

lobe robe 

lock rock 

locker rocker 

locket rocket 

long wrong 

look rook 

loom room 

loot root 

lope rope 

lot rot 

lout rout 

lows rose 

loyal royal 

luck ruck 

lug rug 

lump rump 

lung rung 

lush rush 

lust rust 

rib rip 

robe rope 

Mac rack 

mace race 

maid raid 

mail rail 

make rake 

man ran 

mane rain 

map wrap 

mare rare 

mash rash 

mat rat 

mate rate 

May ray 

mead read 

meal reel 

men wren 

might right 

mile rile 

mime rhyme 

Ming ring 

mink rink 

money runny 

moo rue 

mope rope 

most roast 

mow row 

muck ruck 

mug rug 

mung rung 

mush rush 

must rust 

mutt rut 

my rye 

gnash rash 

gnat rat 

gnaw raw 

gnome Rome 

knack rack 

kneel reel 

knocks rocks 

knot rot 

nag rag 

nail rail 

Nan ran 

nap wrap 

neck wreck 

Ned red 

need read 

neigh ray 

nest rest 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

night right 

Nile rile 

no row 

nod rod 

nook rook 

nope rope 

nun run 

nut rut 

pack rack 

pail rail 

pain rain 

pane rain 

pat rat 

peach reach 

peak reek 

peck wreck 

peel reel 

peep reap 

pen wren 

pest rest 

pestle wrestle 

pie rye 

pig rig 

Ping ring 

pink rink 

pink sink 

pocket rocket 

pod rod 

pool rule 

Pope rope 

post roast 

pug rug 

back sack 

bale tail 

bale sale 

balloon saloon 

band sand 

bead seed 

bean teen 

bean scene 

bee sea 

beet seat 

bell cell 

Billy silly 

bite sight 

box socks 

bun sun 

chat sat 

chew Sue 

chick sick 

chick sick  

chill sill 

chilli silly 

chilly silly 

chip sip 

choke soak 

chore sore 

chuck suck 

chum sum 

church search 

deep seep 

die sigh 

dip sip 

dock sock 

dock wok 

door sore 

dough sew 

duck suck 

road rose 

cell fell 

fail sale 

faint saint 

fall Saul 

fame same 

fat sat 

fawn sawn 

fax sax 

fed said 

feed seed 

feel seal 

feet seat 

fell sell 

fight sight 

fill sill 

fine sign 

fit sit 

fix six 

foal Seoul 

foal sole 

fold sold 

folk soak 

force sauce 

ford sword 

fort sort 

found sound 

four saw 

four sore 

fox socks 

fun son 

fun sun 

funny sunny 

cell gel 

gag sag 

gale sale 

gall Saul 

gap sap 

gauge sage 

gave save 

get set 

ghee sea 

gill sill 

give sieve 

go sew 

goal sole 

gold sold 

gorse sauce 

gourd sword 

gun sun 

guy sigh 

hand sand 

heat seat 

heel seal 

height sight 

hide side 

hip sip 

hit sit 

hold sold 

hole sole 

hoop soup 

hoot suit 

hope soap 

horse sauce 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

hum sum 

Jack sack 

jacks sacks 

jail sale 

Jake sake 

jam Sam 

Jane Seine 

jaw saw 

Jean scene 

jeep seep 

jet set 

Jill sill 

job sob 

joke soak 

junk sunk 

jute suit 

cage sage 

call Saul 

cap sap 

cat sat 

coal sole 

cob sob 

coke soak 

cold sold 

come sum 

cook sook 

core sore 

cow sow 

kale sail 

keel seal 

keep seep 

key sea 

kick sick 

kill sill 

kit sit 

kite sight 

lag sag 

lake sake 

lamb Sam 

lank sank 

lap sap 

lash sash 

law saw 

lax sacks 

lay say 

lead seed 

leak seek 

leap seep 

leek seek 

lei say 

Leigh sea 

Leigh she 

lend send 

let set 

lick sick 

licks six 

lie sigh 

lift sift 

light sight 

limb sim 

line sign 

link sink 

lip sip 

lit sit 

lock sock 

long song 

look sook 

low sew 

luck suck 

lute suit 

mail sale 

me see 

meal seal 

meat seat 

might sight 

milk silk 

mine sign 

mix six 

mole sole 

money sunny 

mouth south 

cell shell 

gnash sash 

gnat sat 

gnaw saw 

knack sack 

knead seed 

knee sea 

kneel seal 

knob sick 

knob sob 

knock sock 

knocks socks 

nail sale 

nail sail 

nails sails 

nap sap 

neat seat 

neigh say 

net set 

nick sick 

night sight 

nil sob 

nil sill 

nine sign 

nip sip 

nit sit 

nit sill 

no sew 

nook sook 

now sow 

numb sum 

nun sun 

sail sail 

eat seat 

eel seal 

hour sour 

oak soak 

oar saw 

oil soil 

old sold 

pack sack 

page sage 

pail sail 

paint saint 

paw saw 

pea sea 

peas seas 

peat seat 

peel seal 

peep seep 

pie sigh 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

pine sign 

pip sip 

Pope soap 

pun sun 

rack sack 

rail sale 

rail sail 

rash sash 

reel seal 

right sight 

ring sing 

rink sink 

rip sip 

rock sock 

rope soap 

row sew 

back shack 

bake shake 

ball shawl 

bark shark 

bee she 

beep sheep 

beet sheet 

bell shell 

Bert shirt 

bin shin 

boo shoe 

book shook 

bow show 

bower shower 

buy shy 

catch cash 

chain Shane 

chair share 

cheap sheep 

cheep sheep 

cherry sherry 

chew shoe 

chin shin 

chip ship 

chips ships 

chock shock 

choose shoes 

chop shop 

chops shops 

crutch crush 

dark shark 

deep sheep 

dip ship 

dirt shirt 

dock shock 

door shore 

dot shot 

dough show 

dye shy 

fade shade 

fair share 

fake shake 

fall shawl 

fame shame 

fear shear 

fed shed 

feet sheet 

fell shell 

field shield 

fin shin 

fine shine 

foal shoal 

fort short 

four shore 

fox shocks 

fun shun 

fur shirr 

gag shag 

gale shale 

gall shawl 

gape shape 

gave shave 

gear shear 

gel shell 

ghee she 

gird shirred 

go show 

goal shoal 

gone shone 

got shot 

guard shard 

gun shun 

guy shy 

hail shale 

hair share 

hall shawl 

hank shank 

harp sharp 

he she 

head shed 

heap sheep 

heat sheet 

herd shirred 

hi shy 

hick Schick 

high shy 

hip ship 

hock shock 

hoe show 

hole shoal 

hook shook 

hop shop 

horn Shawn 

horn Sean 

horn shorn 

hose shows 

hot shot 

hurt shirt 

hut shut 

shoe who 

gin shin 

Jack shack 

jacks shacks 

jade shade 

jail shale 

Jake shake 

jeep sheep 

jeer shear 

Jock shock 

jocks shocks 

Joe low 

Joe show 

jot shot 

jut shut 

jute shoot 

cake shake 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

call shawl 

cape shape 

coal shoal 

cock shock 

cop shop 

core shore 

corn shorn 

cot shot 

kale shale 

keep sheep 

key she 

Kia shear 

kick Schick 

kin shin 

Kurt shirt 

chic leek 

lag shag 

lair share 

lake shake 

lamb sham 

lane Shane 

lank shank 

lard shard 

lark shark 

leaf sheaf 

leap sheep 

lick Schick 

lie shy 

line shine 

lip ship 

look shook 

lop shop 

lose shoes 

lot shot 

Lou shoe 

low show 

lute shoot 

Lynne shin 

Mac shack 

made shade 

mail shale 

make shake 

mall shawl 

mane Shane 

mark shark 

me she 

meat sheet 

mine shine 

mole shoal 

moo shoe 

mop shop 

mow show 

my shy 

my  shy 

gnaw shore 

knack shack 

knave shave 

knee she 

knock shock 

knot shot 

nag shag 

nail shale 

nape shape 

near shear 

neat sheet 

nick Schick 

nine shine 

nip ship 

no show 

nook shook 

nun shun 

nut shut 

ache shake 

air share 

all shawl 

ape shape 

eye shy 

hour shower 

out shout 

park shark 

Paul shawl 

peat sheet 

peep sheep 

pie shy 

pin shin 

pine shine 

pip ship 

Pooh shoe 

pop shop 

pot shot 

power shower 

chic reek 

rack shack 

rag shag 

raid shade 

rail shale 

rain Shane 

rare share 

reap sheep 

red shed 

reef sheaf 

rod shod 

rook shook 

roos shoes 

root shoot 

rose shows 

rot shot 

row show 

rue shoe 

run shun 

rut shut 

rye shy 

lease leash 

sack shack 

sag shag 

said shed 

sail shale 

sake shake 

sale shale 

same shame 

sank shank 

save shave 

saw shore 

sawn shorn 

scene sheen 

sea she 

seat sheet 

seats sheets 

see she 

seek chic 

seen sheen 

seep sheep 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

seer sheer 

sell shell 

sew show 

shine sign 

ship sip 

shock sock 

shoe sue 

shoes Sue's 

shoot suit 

shore sore 

short sort 

shower sour 

sift shift 

sigh shy 

sill shill 

sin shin 

sine shine 

single shingle 

so show 

sock wok 

sod shod 

sofa chauffeur 

son shun 

sop shop 

sore sure 

sot shot 

sucks shucks 

sun shun 

car scar 

cat scat 

cool school 

core score 

key ski 

sails scales 

score sore 

see ski 

sip skip 

leap sleep 

lip slip 

low slow 

Mac smack 

mall small 

mash smash 

mile smile 

mile while 

knees sneeze 

nail snail 

nap snap 

no snow 

nought Snort 

peach speech 

pie spy 

pill spill 

pin spin 

pit spit 

pot spot 

sack stack 

seal steal 

sick stick 

soup stoop 

scamp stamp 

school stool 

scoop stoop 

score store 

scout stout 

skate state 

skill still 

sky sty 

back tack 

bag tag 

ball tall 

bap tap 

beach teach 

beam team 

bed Ted 

bee tea 

bell tell 

Ben ten 

bill till 

bin tin 

bite tight 

bite tight  

bone tone 

boo two 

book took 

bore tore 

bow tow 

bow toe 

boy toy 

buck tuck 

bug tug 

bun ton 

buy tie 

chai tie 

chair tear 

chalk talk 

chap tap 

char tar 

chart tart 

chat tat 

cheat teat 

cheek teak 

cheer tear 

cheese tease 

chest test 

chew two 

chew too 

chews twos 

chick tick 

chicks ticks 

chide tide 

child tiled 

chill till 

chime time 

chin tin 

chip tip 

chips tips 

chirps turps 

choose twos 

chop top 

chore tore 

chore tour 

chubby tubby 

chuffed tuft 

chug tug 

churn turn 

gin tin 

jug tug 

dab tab 

dale tail 

dame tame 

damp tamp 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

dank tank 

dare tear 

dart tart 

dawn torn 

dead Ted 

deal teal 

dean teen 

dear tear 

deck tech 

Dee tea 

deed teed 

deem team 

deer tear 

deer tier 

dell tell 

den ten 

Dennis tennis 

dent tent 

die tie 

died tide 

dill till 

dim Tim 

dime time 

din tin 

dine tine 

dint tint 

dip tip 

dire tyre 

dire tire 

ditch titch 

do too 

do two 

doe toe 

doll toll 

done ton 

doom tomb 

door tore 

dosed toast 

doss toss 

dot tot 

dote tote 

doubt tout 

dour tower 

down town 

doze toes 

drain train 

dresses tresses 

drunk trunk 

dry try 

dub tub 

duck tuck 

ducks tux 

duff tough 

dug tug 

dummy tummy 

dung tongue 

dusk     tusk 

Dutch touch 

dyed tide 

fable table 

fail tail 

fax tax 

fen ten 

fight tight  

fin tin 

fool tool 

fop top 

free tree 

fun ton 

gable table 

gag tag 

gale tail 

gall tall 

gap tap 

gape tape 

ghee tea 

ghost toast 

ghoul tool 

got tot 

gown town 

guess Tess 

guest test 

gun ton 

guy tie 

hail tail 

hair tear 

hall tall 

haste taste 

he tea 

head Ted 

heart tart 

height tight  

hen ten 

high tie 

hip tip 

hoe toe 

hook took 

hop top 

horn torn 

hose toes 

host toast 

hot tot 

hub tub 

hug tug 

men ten 

two who 

jack tack 

Jag tag 

jail tail 

jape tape 

Jen ten 

jest test 

call tall 

cap tap 

cape tape 

car tar 

coast toast 

coat tote 

coffee toffee 

cool tool 

core tore 

corn torn 

cot tot 

cub tub 

key tea 

kite tight 

label table 

lag tag 

lair tear 

lake take 

lap tap 

law taw 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

leech teach 

leek teak 

Len ten 

less Tess 

lick tick 

lie tie 

light tight 

light tight  

lip tip 

load toad 

lone tone 

look took 

lop top 

lose twos 

loss toss 

lot tot 

Lou two 

low toe 

luck tuck 

lug tug 

mail tail 

mall tall 

man tan 

map tap 

Max tacks 

me tea 

mean teen 

meet teat 

Mick tick 

might tight 

might tight  

moan tone 

moat tote 

moo two 

mop top 

more tore 

most toast 

mug tug 

my tie 

roo two 

seat teat 

thong tong 

knees tease 

knot tot 

nail tail 

name tame 

nap tap 

nape tape 

nest test 

night tight 

night tight  

nip tip 

no toe 

nook took 

nose toes 

ache take 

aim tame 

air tear 

ape tape 

art tart 

eye tie 

in tin 

old told 

pail tail 

pale tail 

pan tan 

Paul tall 

paw tore 

pea tea 

peach teach 

peas tease 

peel teal 

pen ten 

pie tie 

pill till 

pin tin 

pine tine 

pork talk 

pug tug 

rack track 

rack tack 

rag tag 

Rah ta 

rail tail 

rain train 

rash trash 

ray tray 

reach teach 

red Ted 

reek teak 

rest test 

Rick trick 

right tight  

rim trim 

road toad 

roast toast 

rose toes 

row toe 

rug tug 

rule tool 

rye tie 

sew toe 

cell tell 

sack tack 

sail tail 

sea tea 

shell tell 

sick tick 

sight tight  

sip tip 

sore tore 

sour tower 

sub tub 

suit toot 

surf turf 

shack tack 

shag tag 

shake take 

shape tape 

sheet teat 

shin tin 

ship tip 

ship tips 

shoe two 

shop top 

shot tot 

show toe 

shower tower 

shy tie 

stack tack 

stake take 

star tar 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

stick tick 

stool tool 

stop top 

stork talk 

ban than 

banks thanks 

bare there 

bat that 

batch thatch 

bay they 

bear their 

bear wear 

beef thief 

bees these 

Ben then 

Bertie thirty 

Bic thick 

bird third 

borax thorax 

bore thaw 

born thorn 

boughs those 

bow though 

bumper thumper 

buy thy 

chair their 

chat that 

cheese these 

chick thick 

chin thin 

chose those 

Jo though 

Dan than 

dank thank 

dare there 

dare their 

dares there's 

day they 

den then 

Dick thick 

dirty thirty 

door thaw 

door Thor 

dough though 

doze those 

dumb thumb 

match thatch 

fair there 

fan than 

fat that 

fawn thorn 

fee thee 

fees these 

fen there 

fen then 

fief thief 

fin thin 

first thirst 

foes those 

for thaw 

fore thaw 

fort thought 

four thaw 

Fred thread 

free three 

freeze threes 

fresh thresh 

fret threat 

frieze threes 

frill thrill 

fro throw 

froze throws 

fug thug 

furred third 

gamble thimble 

gay they 

Gertie thirty 

gimbal thimble 

gird third 

go though 

gong thong 

gore thaw 

gum thumb 

hair their 

hank thank 

hat that 

hatch thatch 

hay they 

hem them 

hen then 

herd third 

here there 

hick thick 

hiss this 

hoe though 

hose those 

hum thumb 

jaw thaw 

they yay 

can than 

care their 

cat that 

catch thatch 

come thumb 

core thaw 

curd third 

Ken then 

keys these 

kick thick 

kink think 

Kirsty thirsty 

kiss this 

lair their 

lank thank 

latch thatch 

law thaw 

lawn thorn 

lay they 

leaf thief 

Leigh thee 

Len then 

lick thick 

lie thy 

link think 

long thong 

man than 

mare there 

mat that 

May they 

me thee 

Mem them 

men then 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

Mick thick 

mink think 

miss this 

more thaw 

mum thumb 

shore tore 

gnat that 

gnaw thaw 

knee thee 

knees these 

Nan than 

near their 

neigh they 

nerd third 

Nick thick 

nimble thimble 

no though 

nose those 

numb thumb 

pair their 

pan than 

pat that 

patch thatch 

paw thaw 

pawn thorn 

pay they 

peas these 

pen then 

pick wick 

pick thick 

pie thigh 

pie thy 

pink think 

pong thong 

pose those 

pug thug 

ran than 

ranks thanks 

rare their 

rat that 

raw thaw 

ray they 

reef thief 

Rick thick 

rink think 

row though 

then wren 

thong wrong 

those rose 

sank thank 

sat that 

saw thaw 

sawn thorn 

say they 

sea thee 

seam theme 

seem theme 

sew though 

sick thick 

sigh thy 

sigh thigh 

sin thin 

sing thing 

sink think 

sis this 

some thumb 

song thong 

sore thaw 

sort thought 

suds thuds 

sump thump 

symbol thimble 

Schick thick 

shanks thanks 

share their 

shay they 

sheaf thief 

shirred third 

shore thaw 

shorn thorn 

show though 

shy thy 

thee she 

row throw 

tan than 

tank thank 

tanks thanks 

taught thought 

taw thaw 

tear their 

tease these 

ten then 

thick tick 

thin tin 

thorn torn 

those toes 

though toe 

thigh tie 

three tree 

ankle uncle 

ute jute 

bale veil 

ban van 

bane vein 

bars vase 

bat vat 

beer veer 

bent vent 

berry very 

best vest 

bet vet 

bet vet 

bile vial 

bile vile 

boat vote 

bolt volt 

bolts volts 

bow vow 

bowels vowels 

bowl vole 

bury very 

chai vie 

chain vane 

chat vat 

cheer veer 

chest vest 

chick Vic 

dale veil 

Dan van 

dawn Vaughan 

deal veal 

debt vet 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

deer veer 

dent vent 

dial vial 

Dick Vic 

Dick wick 

dine vine 

dole vole 

dote vote 

fail veil 

fan van 

fast vast 

fat vat 

fault vault 

fawn Vaughan 

fear veer 

feel veal 

feign vein 

fender vendor 

ferry very 

few view 

file vile 

file vial 

fill will 

fine vine 

foal vole 

foist voiced 

foul vowel 

proof prove 

waif waive 

gale veil 

gear veer 

get vet 

goal vole 

goat vote 

guest vest 

guy vie 

jail veil 

hail veil 

hat vat 

hear veer 

heel veal 

high vie 

hole vole 

horn Vaughan 

how vow 

Jan van 

Jane vane 

jeer veer 

jest vest 

jet vet 

can van 

cane vane 

cane vein 

cast vast 

cat vat 

coal vole 

cow vow 

kale veil 

lane vein 

lawn Vaughan 

let vet 

lick Vic 

lie vie 

line vine 

Mac whack 

mail veil 

man van 

mane vein 

mat vat 

meal veal 

met vet 

Mick Vic 

mile vial 

mine vine 

moat vote 

mole vole 

nick Vic 

none vine 

note vote 

rat vat 

reel veal 

roll vole 

rye vie 

gnat vat 

kneel veal 

nail veil 

Nan van 

near veer 

nest vest 

net vet 

Nile vial 

now vow 

nurse verse 

vote wrote 

pail veil 

pan van 

pat vat 

pest vest 

pet vet 

pie vie 

pile vile 

pile vial 

pine vine 

pole vole 

pow vow 

purse verse 

rail veil 

rain vein 

ran van 

rest vest 

rile vial 

row vow 

sail veil 

sale veil 

sale whale 

sat vat 

sawn Vaughan 

seal veal 

Seine vane 

set vet 

sick Vic 

sieve Viv 

sigh vie 

sign vine 

sim vim 

six Vicks 

sole vole 

sow vow 

Schick Vic 

shale veil 

Shane vein 

shear veer 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

shine vine 

shoal vole 

shorn Vaughan 

shy vie 

tail veil 

test vest 

tick Vic 

tie vie 

than van 

that vat 

thick Vic 

thigh vie 

thy vie 

back whack 

bag wag 

bale whale 

ball wall 

bead weed 

bed wed 

beep weep 

bees wheeze 

beet wheat 

Ben when 

best west 

big wig 

bill will 

bin win 

bind wind 

bite white 

boo woo 

bough wow 

bow woe 

bow wow 

bull wool 

bun one 

burst worst 

buy why 

chain Wayne 

chalk walk 

chest west 

chick wick 

chin win 

chip whip 

dale whale 

Dave wave 

dead wed 

deal wheel 

deed weed 

deep weep 

den when 

dial while 

die why 

dig wig 

dill will 

din win 

dine wine 

dip whip 

do woo 

done one 

dot what 

dough woe 

dye why 

fade wade 

fail whale 

fall wall 

fed wed 

feed weed 

feel wheel 

fees wheeze 

feet wheat 

fig wig 

fight white 

fin win 

find wind 

fine wine 

first worst 

fish wish 

fork walk 

full wool 

fun one 

gag wag 

gale whale 

gall wall 

gave wave 

ghee wee 

gig wig 

gill will 

go woe 

got what 

gun one 

guy why 

hail whale 

hake wake 

hall wall 

hay way 

haze ways 

he wee 

head wed 

heap weep 

heat wheat 

high why 

hill will 

hip whip 

hock wok 

horde ward 

horn warn 

hose woes 

germ worm 

jade wade 

jail whale 

jeep weep 

Jen wren 

jet wet 

jig wig 

wham yam 

cage wage 

call wall 

care wear 

cord ward 

cot watt 

cow wow 

curl pearl 

kale whale 

keep weep 

Ken when 

key wee 

keys wheeze 

kick wick 

kill will 

kin win 

kind wind 

kite white 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

lake wake 

late wait 

lay weigh 

lead weed 

lead wed 

leak week 

leap weep 

lei way 

let wet 

lick wick 

lie why 

lied wide 

life wife 

light white 

line wine 

link wink 

lip whip 

lock wok 

lolly Wally 

lyre wire 

maid wade 

mail whale 

mall wall 

Maud ward 

May weigh 

me wee 

mead weed 

meal wheel 

meat wheat 

men when 

Mick wick 

mill will 

mine wine 

mink wink 

mire wire 

mite white 

mock wok 

moo woo 

mow woe 

my why 

knack whack 

knee wee 

kneel wheel 

knees wheeze 

knock wok 

nag wag 

nail whale 

neat wheat 

Ned wed 

need weed 

neigh weigh 

nestle wrestle 

Nick wick 

night white 

nil will 

Nile while 

nine wine 

nip whip 

no woe 

none one 

now wow 

nurse worse 

page wage 

Paul wall 

pave wave 

pearl whirl 

peel wheel 

peep weep 

pen when 

perm worm 

pie why 

pig wig 

pin win 

pine whine 

pine wine 

pip whip 

pipe wipe 

pool who'll 

pot what 

pull wool 

purse worse 

eek week 

one run 

rag wag 

rail whale 

rake wake 

rate wait 

rave wave 

read weed 

red wed 

reel wheel 

rest west 

rich witch 

ride wide 

rig wig 

ring wing 

rink wink 

rock wok 

one sun 

sack whack 

sag wag 

sage wage 

said wed 

Saul wall 

save wave 

say weigh 

seat wheat 

seed weed 

seek week 

seep weep 

sew woe 

sick wick 

sigh why 

sight white 

sign wine 

sill will 

sink wink 

sip whip 

soak woke 

son won 

sow wow 

Sue woo 

sword ward 

shade wade 

shag wag 

shake wake 

shale whale 

shave wave 

shawl wall 

shed wed 

sheep weep 

sheet wheat 



Minimal pairs: Initial 
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shell well 

shin win 

shine wine 

ship whip 

shock wok 

sweep weep 

sweet wheat 

swell well 

swing wing 

switch witch 

teat wheat 

one ton 

tag wag 

tail whale 

take wake 

tall wall 

teak week 

teal wheel 

Ted wed 

ten wren 

test west 

tick wick 

tie why 

tight white 

tin win 

tip whip 

toe woe 

type wipe 

boo who 

nun one 

thaw war 

thee we 

their wear 

then when 

there where 

these wheeze 

they way 

thick wick 

thin win 

think wink 

third word 

thorn worn 

those woes 

though woe 

thought wart 

thunder wonder 

thy why 

Vaughan warn 

veal wheel 

veil whale 

veils whales 

vein Wayne 

vein wane 

verse worse 

vest west 

vet wet 

Vic wick 

vie why 

vine wine 

volley Wally 

vow wow 

back yak 

bard yard 

bay yay 

Ben yen 

Bert yurt 

Bess yes 

boo you 

boot ute 

born yawn 

cello yellow 

cheer year 

chess yes 

chew ewe 

dam yam 

dawn yawn 

day yay 

debt yet 

dell yell 

den yen 

do you 

dot yacht 

dumb yum 

few you 

folk yolk 

gear year 

guess yes 

gum yum 

hank yank 

hue you 

gel yell 

jack yak 

jam yam 

jeers years 

jess yes 

jet yet 

jetty yeti 

joke yolk 

jot yacht 

juice use 

call yawl 

coke yolk 

coot ute 

corn yawn 

cot yacht 

Ken yen 

Kurt yurt 

lamb yam 

lank yank 

lap yap 

lard yard 

lawn yawn 

lei yay 

less yes 

let yet 

lot yacht 

Lou you 

luck yuck 

lucky yucky 

lute ute 

Mac yak 

map yap 

may yay 

mellow yellow 

mess yes 

met yet 

knack yak 

knot yacht 

nap yap 

neigh yay 

Nell yell 

net yet 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

ear year 

pack yak 

Pam yam 

pawn yawn 

pay yay 

pen yen 

pet yet 

Pooh you 

pot yacht 

rack yak 

ram yam 

rank yank 

rap yap 

ray yay 

root ute 

rot yacht 

cell yell 

sack yak 

Sam yam 

sap yap 

say yay 

set yet 

soak yolk 

sue you 

suit ute 

sum yum 

choux you 

ewe shoo 

ewe shoe 

shabby yabby 

shack yak 

shank yank 

shawl yawl 

shell yell 

shirt yurt 

shoot ute 

shorn yawn 

tack yak 

tall yawl 

tam yam 

tank yank 

tell yell 

ten yen 

Tess yes 

toot ute 

torn yawn 

tot yacht 

two you 

thee ye 

their yeah 

Vaughan yawn 

veer year 

veil Yale 

vet yet 

ward yawn 

warn yawn 

way yay 

wet yet 

whack yak 

what yacht 

when yen 

back Zach 

bap zap 

bed zed 

bee zee 

bone zone 

boo zoo 

boom zoom 

chain Zane 

chap zap 

chest zest 

chew zoo 

choose zoos 

dead zed 

den Zen 

dip zip 

do zoo 

fed zed 

fen Zen 

fit zit 

phone zone 

gap zap 

guest zest 

hack Zach 

head zed 

hen Zen 

hip zip 

hit zit 

hone zone 

who zoo 

jack Zach 

jag zag 

Jen Zen 

jest zest 

Jew zoo 

jig zig 

Joan zone 

cap zap 

cone zone 

king zing 

kipper zipper 

kit zit 

lack Zach 

lead zed 

Len Zen 

lip zip 

lit zit 

lone zone 

Lou zoo 

Mac Zach 

map zap 

men Zen 

Ming zing 

mink zinc 

mitt zit 

moan zone 

moo zoo 

knack Zach 

knit zit 

nap zap 

Ned zed 

nest zest 

nip zip 

nipper zipper 

pen Zen 

pip zip 

Pooh zoo 

whip zip 

rack Zach 

red zed 

rest zest 

ring zing 



Minimal pairs: Initial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

rink zinc 

rip zip 

ripper zipper 

roo zoo 

wrap zap 

wren Zen 

writ zit 

sap zap 

sink zinc 

sip zip 

sue zoo 

shack Zach 

shed zed 

ship zip 

shoe zoo 

tap zap 

ten Zen 

test zest 

two zoo 

then Zen 

think zinc 

veal zeal 

vest zest 

west zest 

when Zen 

wink zinc 

wit zit 

woo zoo 

yak Zach 

yap zap 

yen Zen 

 

 



Minimal pairs: final 

Adult Literacy Resources 

 

wage weighed 

page paid 

rage raid 

budge bud 

midge mid 

gorge gored 

ledge led 

forge ford 

purge purred 

ridge rid 

siege seed 

wedge wed 

barge barred 

rouge rude 

badge bad 

hedge head 

pledge pled 

dredge dread 

charge charred 

sledge sled 

star stir 

than they 

larch large 

Pa pie 

star sty 

badge batch 

bake beige 

mug muck 

nag knack 

beg beck 

lag lack 

pig pick 

hag hack 

dog dock 

cog cock 

bug buck 

hog hock 

tag tack 

wag whack 

rag rack 

wig wick 

pug puck 

rug ruck 

tug tuck 

sag sack 

bag back 

dug duck 

lug luck 

jag jack 

jog jock 

log lock 

chug chuck 

frog frock 

blag black 

brig brick 

flog flock 

blog block 

clog clock 

crag crack 

shag shack 

snag snack 

berg berk 

prig prick 

slag slack 

smog smock 

stag stack 

snug snuck 

plug pluck 

peck peg 

brogue broke 

league leak 

bale beige 

rouge rule 

bane beige 

mile mine 

bill bin 

bone bowl 

tell ten 

pill pin 

am an 

rum run 

dim din 

Tim tin 

gum gun 

Pam pan 

sim sin 

sum son 

sum sun 

ram ran 

gram gran 

beam been 

some sun 

grim grin 

boom boon 

comb cone 

clam clan 

home hone 

came cane 

warm warn 

beam bean 

same sane 

game gain 

term turn 

seem seen 

tome tone 

meme mean 

seam scene 

skim skin 

time tine 

dorm dawn 

deem dean 

team teen 

spam span 

scam scan 

term tern 

dumb dun 

fame feign 

gnome known 

gleam glean 

wing witch 

rich ring 

bang batch 

king kitsch 

swing switch 

sting stitch 

lunch lung 

tongue touch 

god gong 

bad bang 



Minimal pairs: final 

Adult Literacy Resources 

bid Bing 

kid king 

fad fang 

rid ring 

badge bang 

ridge ring 

riff ring 

tiff ting 

whiff wing 

stiff sting 

rough rung 

tongue tough 

wig wing 

bag bang 

big Bing 

rig ring 

rug rung 

lug lung 

swig swing 

tongue tug 

Bic Bing 

kick king 

wick wing 

Rick ring 

wing wink 

back bang 

ruck rung 

luck lung 

stick sting 

tongue tuck 

rill ring 

will wing 

till ting 

bill Bing 

lull lung 

kill king 

still sting 

swill swing 

ram rang 

rim ring 

run rung 

bin bing 

rum rung 

whim wing 

clam clang 

some sung 

Ron wrong 

din ding 

kin king 

pan pang 

bun bung 

don dong 

dun dung 

tin ting 

sin sing 

win wing 

tan tang 

sun sung 

ban bang 

fan fang 

pin ping 

thin thin 

gone gong 

clan clang 

done dung 

thin thing 

stun stung 

rang ran 

fangs fans 

wings wins 

beach bee 

couch cow 

row road 

tie tide 

low load 

seed sea 

high hide 

card car 

car calf 

buy bike 

wink win 

pile pie 

team tea 

play plane 

Ban bank 

sing sink 

ring rink 

bang bank 

sting stink 

thing think 

soil soy 

toe tore 

bow boar 

show shore 

snow snore 

tore toy 

roar Roy 

cub cup 

cab cap 

lab lap 

pub pup 

nib nip 

tribe tripe 

loop luge 

cuff cup 

leaf leap 

ring rip 

bang bap 

ting tip 

whip wing 

string strip 

she sheep 

sew soap 

hoe hope 

pea peep 

hear heel  

fall four 

file fire 

towel tower 

pea pier 

tea tear 

wage ways 

base beige 

barge bars 

gunge guns 

tinge tins 

stage stays 

loose luge 

singe sins 

gauge gays 

charge chars 

grange grains 



Minimal pairs: final 

Adult Literacy Resources 

strange strains 

rage rays 

page pays 

binge bins 

forge fours 

change chains 

king kiss 

mash match 

dish ditch 

hush hutch 

wash watch 

witch wish 

march marsh 

rouge ruche 

gong gosh 

lung lush 

wing wish 

bang bash 

rung rush 

swing swish 

gas gash 

plus plush 

push puss 

mess mesh 

mass mash 

rust rushed 

sass sash 

bass bash 

crass crash 

mat match 

cat catch 

much mutt 

ouch out 

rote roach 

arch art 

each eat 

itch it 

rich writ 

perch pert 

hunch hunt 

peach peat 

march mart 

belch belt 

parch part 

bench bent 

coach coat 

beach beat 

pouch pout 

bitch bit 

hitch hit 

torch taught 

punch punt 

porch port 

lynch lint 

pitch pit 

hutch hut 

patch pat 

roach wrote 

touch tut 

notch not 

which wit 

watch what 

torch tort 

batch bat 

teach teat 

hatch hat 

botch bot 

beech beet 

bleach bleat 

flinch flint 

kitsch kit 

twitch twit 

wrench rent 

Scotch Scot 

starch start 

and ant 

add at 

sad sat 

bad bat 

aid eight 

wed wet 

pod pot 

had hat 

mad mat 

fad fat 

nod not 

pad pat 

cad cat 

cod cot 

bed bet 

bud but 

kid kit 

god got 

hid hit 

ride write 

peed peat 

feed feet 

heed heat 

owed oat 

Bert bird 

mode moat 

bead beat 

mend meant 

road wrote 

send sent 

hide height 

wade wait 

plod plot 

slid slit 

teed teat 

need neat 

side sight 

bend bent 

tied tight 

tend tent 

goad goat 

skid skit 

weed wheat 

fade fate 

trod trot 

quid quit 

rude route 

mead meet 

said set 

clod clot 

dead debt 

card cart 

fond font 

hard heart 

grid grit 

sort sword 

bleed bleat 



Minimal pairs: final 

Adult Literacy Resources 

slide slight 

spied spite 

plead pleat 

mound mount 

sawed sought 

she’d sheet 

heard hurt 

bored bought 

bride bright 

spend spent 

flowed float 

played plate 

caught cord 

glowed gloat 

horned haunt 

queued cute 

poured port 

stayed state 

sighed site 

gnawed nought 

tinned tint 

panned pant 

punned punt 

shored short 

purred pert 

tarred tart 

toured taught 

stowed stoat 

planed plaint 

feigned faint 

weighed wait 

skinned skint 

spurred spurt 

shunned shunt 

stunned stunt 

scanned scant 

blurred blurt 

root rouge 

luge lute 

bait beige 

king kit 

gong got 

ring writ 

rung rut 

Bing bit 

wing wit 

bang bat 

fang fat 

light took 

tongue tut 

out ow 

shoe shoot 

seat see 

sore sort 

carp cart 

hiss hit 

lace late 

rice write 

tense tent 

hush hut 

rash rat 

nest net 

west wet 

vest vet 

Bert burst 

pest pet 

ghost goat 

waist wait 

feast feet 

Beast beat 

coast coat 

breathe breed 

rouge Ruth 

bathe beige 

oaf oath 

deaf death 

those thy 

king kith 

wing with 

bang bath 

gong Goth 

thorn yawn 

thumb yum 

thanks yanks 

use youth 

bays bathe 

face faith 

miss myth 

mass math 

pass path 

lies lithe 

sues soothe 

seas seethe 

ties tithe 

race wraith 

teas teethe 

gross growth 

purse Perth 

worse worth 

tense tenth 

truce truth 

force fourth 

mouse mouth 

Norse North 

moss moth 

tent tenth 

sheath sheet 

bat bath 

curb curve 

serb serve 

verb verve 

leaf leave 

life live 

half halve 

calf carve 

half halve 

surf serve 

duff dove 

safe save 

grief grieve 

staff starve 

belief believe 

strife strive 

off of 

save say 

leap leave 

tile vial 

breed breeze 

bays beige 

lose luge 

fudge fuzz 

budge buzz 



Minimal pairs: final 

Adult Literacy Resources 

gorge gauze 

siege seize 

rouge ruse 

gauge gaze 

fridge frizz 

rage raise 

Bing biz 

ting tizz 

swing swizz 

whizz wing 

bus buzz 

peas piece 

price prize 

with whizz 

close clothe 

bathe baize 

lathe laze 

tease teeth 

tease teethe 

breathe breeze 

teething teasing 

 

 

 

 



Minimal pairs: medial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

 

plan plane 

shack shake 

bran brain 

cap cape 

mad maid 

lad laid 

Dan day 

Dan Dane 

rack rake 

bat bait 

pant paint 

shack shark 

ban barn 

hat heart 

pack park 

cat cart 

jazz jars 

match march 

gnat net 

flax flecks 

flash flesh 

bland blend 

shall shell 

track trek 

spanned spend 

gas guess 

pan pen  

bad bed 

gem jam 

bag beg 

dab deb 

ban Ben 

man men 

fad fed 

tan ten 

bat bet 

mat met 

pat pet 

ham hem 

dad dead 

lad led 

sax sex 

pan pen 

vat vet 

sat set 

sad said 

had head 

Dan den 

sand send 

band bend 

pack peck 

land lend 

fast fest 

tack tech 

tamp temp 

rack wreck 

ranch wrench 

marry merry 

sacks sex 

cattle kettle 

paddle pedal 

mantle mental 

rabble rebel 

fatter feta 

gassed guest 

canyon Kenyan 

manned mend 

tamper temper 

lattice lettuce 

salary celery 

laughed left 

and end 

phase fez 

spade sped 

trade tread 

shale shell 

blade bled 

flame phlegm 

whale well 

flake fleck 

chase chess 

shade shed 

played pled 

stayed stead 

braced breast 

flayed fled 

spatial special 

braid bread 

freight fret 

trained trend 

taste test 

paste pest 

gate get 

late let 

bake beck 

bade bed 

lace less 

hake heck 

fade fed 

wage wedge 

sate set 

tale tell 

wade wed 

mace mess 

rake wreck 

sale sell 

mate met 

date debt 

cane ken 

dale dell 

Dane den 

take tech 

wane when 

based best 

later letter 

fatal fettle 

waned wend 

hakes hex 

laced lest 

bated betted 

lanes lens 

sakes sex 

raced rest 

paper pepper 

wait wet 

sail sell 

laid led 

pain pen 

pain pen  



Minimal pairs: medial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

hail hell 

fail fell 

bail bell 

rain wren 

main men 

raid red 

bait bet 

jail gel 

feign fen 

paint pent 

saint sent 

waist west 

deign den 

taint tent 

feigned fend 

rained rend 

veined vend 

Brad bread 

bat beat 

bait beat 

beat bet 

hair hear 

bead beard 

Dan dean 

Dane dean 

Dare dear 

laid lead 

sail seal 

skid skied 

lead led 

seal sell 

dean den 

pear pier 

tear tear 

bear beer 

knee near 

tear tee 

dear Dee 

chair cheer 

chairs Cheers 

spa spur 

shark shirk 

sharper Sherpa 

Pa purr 

far fir 

far fur 

hard heard 

park perk 

part pert 

parp perp 

hard herd 

fast first 

bard bird 

Mark murk 

card Kurd 

walk work 

bath berth 

lark lurk 

farm firm 

cart curt 

barn burn 

cart Kurt 

dart dirt 

card curd 

pass purse 

bath birth 

yarn yearn 

barbs burbs 

carbs curbs 

tarps turps 

parched perched 

carve curve 

Saab Serb 

heart hurt 

quark quirk 

stir store 

saw sir 

wall whirl 

torn turn 

hall hurl 

fawn fern 

call curl 

warm worm 

pour purr 

Dan din 

lad lid 

bat bit 

Dane din 

sail sill 

laid lid 

bait bit 

knit net 

clef cliff 

crept crypt 

fleck flick 

spell spill 

bless bliss 

check chick 

clench clinch 

checks chicks 

scene sin 

green grin 

bed bid 

fen fin 

pen pin 

pen pin  

den din 

get git 

gem gym 

bet bit 

beg big 

fez fizz 

hex hicks 

hem hymn 

led lid 

Ben bin 

ten tin 

peg pig 

pet pit 

hem him 

set sit 

let lit 

fell fill 

dell dill 

heck hick 

bent bint 

well will 

rest wrist 

mess miss 

peck pick 

bell bill 

bend binned 



Minimal pairs: medial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

left lift 

belt built 

tens tins 

Celt kilt 

desk disk 

cell sill 

hell hill 

jest gist 

sell sill 

ketch kitsch 

belly billy 

meddle middle 

letter litter 

fetter fitter 

messed mist 

gelding gilding 

dead did 

peel pill 

head hid 

beach bitch 

reach rich 

quell quill 

leapt lipped 

seater sitter 

cheap chip 

beat bit 

leak lick 

bead bid 

bean bin 

scheme skim 

sheep ship 

sleep slip 

sleet slit 

cheat chit 

steal still 

greed grid 

sheen shin 

fleet flit 

cheek chick 

creek crick 

sleek slick 

cheeks chicks 

breeches britches 

greased grist 

gene gin 

keyed kid 

neat knit 

peak pick 

lead lid 

seal sill 

meal mill 

team Tim 

meat mitt 

week wick 

leap lip 

peek pick 

teal till 

heap hip 

heat hit 

teas tizz 

teen tin 

keep kip 

seen sin 

seek sick 

meet mitt 

seem sim 

peat pit 

seep sip 

deep dip 

teak tick 

peep pip 

fees fizz 

deed did 

seam sim 

heed hid 

dean din 

feet fit 

seat  sit 

heel  hill 

feel  fill 

peach pitch 

peaty pity 

beech bitch 

feast fist 

fiend finned 

leave live 

reason risen 

eel ill 

eat it 

each itch 

ease is 

gnat night 

man mine 

tap type 

van vine 

cat kite 

bat bite 

hat height 

lamb lime 

back bike 

pants pints 

pallet pilot 

whale while 

space spice 

players pliers 

Spain spine 

praise prize 

bay buy 

lay lie 

race rice 

lane line 

hate height 

bake bike 

paper piper 

tail tile 

fail file 

paint pint 

mailed mild 

Bar buy 

bark bike 

cart kite 

hard hide 

darning dining 

laugh life 

guard guide 

sit site 

calf half 

cab jab 

slow snow 

slap snap 

slacks snacks 

jelly Jenny 



Minimal pairs: medial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

collect connect 

combs cones 

money mummy 

sings sinks 

band banged 

hand hanged 

pond ponged 

wind winged 

banned banged 

sinkers sinner 

wild wide 

heels he's 

ran Ron 

tap top 

cat cot 

cap cop 

hat hot 

Pat pot 

sack sock 

rack rock 

Dawn Don 

calm come 

walk woke 

hall hole 

caught coat 

Bert boat 

fern phone 

woke work 

pearl pole 

girl goal 

glob globe 

shod showed 

blot bloat 

slop slope 

chock choke 

block bloke 

smock smoke 

stock stoke 

clock cloak 

crock croak 

lob lobe 

hop hope 

cop cope 

dot dote 

con cone 

cod code 

mod mode 

mop mope 

non known 

pop pope 

god goad 

got goat 

tod toad 

rob robe 

rod rode 

rot rote 

ROM roam 

sod sowed 

rod road 

sod sewed 

mot mote 

wok woke 

tot tote 

sop soap 

rot wrote 

col coal 

nod node 

not note 

mod mowed 

lop lope 

bond boned 

cock coke 

sock soak 

cost coast 

want won’t 

doss dose 

jock joke 

cocks coax 

bonze bones 

tossed toast 

bossed boast 

on own 

odd ode 

odd owed 

ball boil 

gnaws noise 

jaw joy 

tall toil 

fall foil 

lawn loin 

call coil 

Saul soil 

bawling boiling 

knees noise 

key koi 

sea soy 

tee toy 

bee boy 

tea toy 

lean loin 

seal soil 

coil keel 

feel foil 

eel oil 

boy buy 

pint point 

file foil 

vice voice 

kite quoit 

tie toy 

ties toys 

check chook 

pet put 

wed wood 

set soot 

fell full 

bell bull 

neck nook 

well wool 

head hood 

word would 

high hook 

cod could 

god good 

lock look 

rock rook 

cock cook 

books box 

shooed should 

pool pull 

soot suit 

look Luke 



Minimal pairs: medial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

fool full 

cooed could 

salt sought 

star store 

far four 

card cord 

part port 

shirt short 

chord Kurd 

war were 

bird bored 

born burn 

lawn learn 

cord curd 

Bert bought 

Dirk dork 

walker worker 

Paul pearl 

coarse curse 

bird board 

short shot 

Cod cord 

roared Rod 

stow store 

crow craw 

show sure 

know nor 

shown shorn 

choke chalk 

stoke stork 

drone drawn 

scone scorn 

chose chores 

close claws 

go gore 

so saw 

sew saw 

mow more 

low law 

bowl ball 

folk fork 

hone horn 

code cord 

coke cork 

cone corn 

dome dorm 

bode bored 

poke pork 

tote tort 

tote taught 

node gnawed 

mole maul 

tone torn 

doze doors 

note nought 

copes corpse 

motor mortar 

doe door 

foe four 

joe jaw 

load lord 

goad gored 

boat bought 

foam form 

foal fall 

goal gall 

coat court 

moan mourn 

doors dose 

coast coursed 

poach porch 

quote quart 

moaning morning 

implode implored 

owe or 

oat ought 

coin corn 

cord could 

grass grouse 

can't count 

why wow 

prow pry 

brine brown 

chai ciao 

bow bye 

row rye 

sigh sow 

rind round 

tile towel 

mice mouse 

pie pow 

aisle owl 

shot shout 

don down 

moss mouse 

pond pound 

pray prow 

play plough 

brain brown 

way wow 

bay bow 

gate gout 

tail towel 

ale owl 

bra brow 

bar bow 

car cow 

tarn town 

sniffing snipping 

coffee copy 

fly fry 

splat sprat 

splint sprint 

glow grow 

blew brew 

play pray 

glass grass 

gland grand 

clash crash 

clown crown 

blush brush 

blight bright 

blacken bracken 

glamour grammar 

blue brew 

flea free 

blues bruise 

fleas freeze 

wild wired 

belly berry 

collect correct 

hears heels 



Minimal pairs: medial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

tools tours 

alive arrive 

connect correct 

spot sport 

spots sports 

wad ward 

he's hears 

pot port 

pots ports 

wide wired 

bee beer 

piece price 

washing watching 

rake shake 

crust crushed 

gust gushed 

fist fished 

catchy catty 

white wide 

card cart  

ladder lather 

scram scrum 

thrash thrush 

grab grub 

cram crumb 

flax flux 

glam glum 

scam scum 

slat slut 

slam slum 

slag slug 

swam swum 

stab stub 

gnat nut 

drank drunk 

crash crush 

flank flunk 

flash flush 

champ chump 

stand stunned 

slang slung 

slash slush 

track truck 

stack stuck 

stank stunk 

brash brush 

shacks shucks 

tramps trumps 

blabber blubber 

lag lug 

bad bud 

ham hum 

hat hut 

mad mud 

cab cub 

cap cup 

mat mutt 

fan fun 

dab dub 

jag jug 

bag bug 

cat cut 

cam come 

ban bun 

hag hug 

bat but 

ran run 

sax sucks 

pat putt 

rag rug 

ram rum 

pap pup 

tab tub 

pan pun 

wan won 

tag tug 

tat tut 

sap sup 

bat but 

dad dud 

dam dumb 

back buck 

damp dump 

hang hung 

bass bus 

hash hush 

mast must 

lamp lump 

bank bunk 

lack luck 

dank dunk 

rash rush 

calf cough 

tang tongue 

rang rung 

tack tuck 

sand sunned 

sank sunk 

sack suck 

sang sung 

bang bung 

pack puck 

gash gush 

match much 

hatch hutch 

sally sully 

patty  putty 

dabble double 

paddle puddle 

rabble rubble 

badge budge 

massed must 

hanker hunker 

fanned fund 

banker bunker 

batter butter 

patter putter 

sapper supper 

began begun 

caller colour 

barn bun 

cart cut 

heart hut 

dawn done 

shedder shudder 

peg pug 

bed bud 

beg bug 

Ben bun 

net nut 

bet but 

bet butt 



Minimal pairs: medial 

Adult Literacy Resources 

jest just 

peck Puck 

many money 

deck duck 

petty putty 

bench bunch 

settle subtle 

beat but 

shirt shut 

bun burn 

girl gull 

bird bud 

bit but 

pot put 

dog dug 

cot cut 

hot hut 

cod curd 

cop cup 

jog jug 

pop pup 

boss bus 

lock luck 

dock duck 

sock suck 

duck duke 

roof rough 

hoot hut 

boot butt 

noon nun 

caught cut 

stood stewed 

hearts hurts 

ten turn 

Ben burn 

bird Burn 

bone burn 

full furl 

could curd 

shirts shorts  

four fur 

dribble drivel 

dub dove 

fibre fiver 

gibbon given 

rebel revel 

lobes loaves 

lacy lazy 

closing clothing 



 

Adult Literacy Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


